Proteolysis of defensive proteins in peritonitis exudate: pathobiochemical aspects and therapeutical approach.
Peritonitis exudate reveals strong proteolytic activity which is paralleled by deficient opsonic capacity and high concentrations of lysosomal proteinases (elastase and cathepsin B). Lysosomal serine and cysteine proteinases (elastase, cathepsins B, L) were shown to degrade immunoglobulin G(IgG) and seem to be at least partially responsible for the observed proteolytic inactivation of IgG in peritonitis exudates. Intraabdominal serum application seems to restore opsonic activity by substitution of opsonins and proteinase inhibitors.